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As we mentioned in the previous article, “ 
Limelight On the Declaration of Principles 
On the Renaissance Dam “ (24 March 2015), 

the three Eastern Nile Basin countries: Ethiopia, 
Sudan and Egypt, on Monday, 23 March 2015, 
signed the agreement on the Renaissance dam. The 
agreement was signed by three countries heads of 
states by themselves: Ethiopian Prime Minister, 
Hailemariam Desalegn, Sudan President, Omar Al-
Bashir, and Egypt President, Abdel Fattah Al-Sisi, 
rather than the ministers of waters or even the min-
isters of foreign affairs, which reflected the impor-
tance given by these countries to the agreement. In 
that article, we discussed the ten points included in 
that agreement, which basically represented in the 
full acceptance of Egypt and Sudan of the Renais-
sance Dam, after four years of severe dispute and 
controversy.
 As we promised in that article, we will, in this and 
the following articles, try to answer the question: 
How and why the Ethiopian strategy on the dam 
Renaissance succeeded?
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 Ethiopia based its strategy on its just cause. Ethi-
opia is the source of about 86% of the Nile water, 
while its uses do not exceed 1% only of the Nile 
water. Ethiopia has been continuously citing the 
successive famines it faced especially the (famine 
of the years from 1983 to 1985 which claimed near-
ly one million Ethiopians), and the extreme pover-
ty of its people. Ethiopia has also based its cause 
on the principles of the International Law, which 
adopts the principle of equitable and reasonable use 
of the waters of a shared basin.
 Ethiopia has also continued to point to the Nile 
Waters Agreement of 1959, and how Egypt and 
Sudan refused its participation in the negotiations 
around it. Then Egypt and Sudan distributed all the 
Nile water between them, without leaving a sin-
gle drop to any state of the other Nile Basin coun-
tries including Ethiopia. Besides, the agreement 
includes a provision that requires any other Nile 
Basin state wishing to use any amount of water to 
submit a request to Egypt and Sudan, which will 
decide in the request and can reject it. If the two 
accept the demand, they will determine the quantity 
of water for that state to use, while the Joint Tech-
nical Commission monitors to make sure that the 
state will not exceed the amount of water approved 
for it. Ethiopia has been repeatedly stressing in in-
ternational conferences and workshops, and in its 
meetings with countries’ delegations that this text 
of the agreement is exclusionary and supercilious, 
which is contrary to the International Law and logic 
and the most basic rules of justice.
 Moreover, Ethiopia has been regularly repeating 

that its uses of the Nile water are not for consump-
tion, but rather for power generation only, and that 
the water that generates the energy goes back to 
the course of the Nile and continues to flow to Su-
dan and Egypt, which will not result in any damage 
to these two countries. The Ethiopian explanation 
of these issues have found a lot of acceptance and 
sympathy in the international forums.
 But the justice of the cause is not alone enough to 
make that case. So the strategy included a number 
of other factors.
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 One of the most prominent of these other factors 
that helped Ethiopia is the political stability com-
pared with the previous eras. Wars with Eritrea and 
Somalia and within Ethiopia itself were over. So 
Ethiopia started an ambitious economic program 
in which the growth rate reached, in the past few 
years, nearly 10%. This economic program in-
cluded power generation from the Omo River (not 
part of the Nile tributaries). Ethiopia succeeded in 
building four power generation projects on the Riv-
er Omo, and began exporting electricity to Djibouti 
and to Sudan itself and then signed contracts with 
Kenya and the State of South Sudan for the sale of 
electricity as well. So the star of the plateau started 
to emerge politically and economically, marking 
the end of the years of famine and drought associ-
ated with Ethiopia in the imagination of the world.
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Ethiopia also based its strategy for the Renaissance 
dam on the element of surprise and choosing the 
right time. Ethiopia has started preparations for the 
construction of the Renaissance dam quietly since 
the onset of the year 2010. Then it detonated its 
bomb by announcing the start of construction of 
the Renaissance Dam when Egypt was 
soaked up to its ears in the Janu-
ary 2011 revolution, whereas 
the announcement of the 
construction of the dam 
was made at the end 

of March 2011, a few weeks after the overthrow 
of former President Hosni Mubarak, and before 
the formation of the government of Essam Sharaf 
that succeeded the deposed Mubarak’s government. 
Then Ethiopia announced the start of work in the 
construction of the dam after only three days of the 
announcement, and before Egypt and Sudan were 
awake of the surprise.
 Work started on the construction of the dam with-
out hesitation or delay, starting with eight thousands 
engineers, technicians, employees and workers, 
from the beginning. That surprise and that timing 
created so much confusion within the Egyptian 
and Sudanese circles. The Egyptian new govern-
ment was still finding its way to existence and the 
Sudanese government split from the beginning be-
tween supporters and opponents of the dam, which 
showed a state of confusion in Sudan similar to that 
of our brothers in the north of the Nile Valley.
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 The third axis, on which the Ethiopian strategy 
was based, is the time factor. Ethiopia grasped the 
opportunity and opted to benefit from the instabil-
ity prevalent in Egypt and worked day and night 
in constructing the dam to impose it as hardwired 
indisputable fact in front of Egypt and Sudan and 
the entire world, as well. The work went on very 
quickly and without interruption as scheduled by 
the government since the beginning. Then Ethiopia, 
in the May 28, 2013, three days before the Interna-
tional Committee of Experts submitted its report on 
the dam aftermaths, Ethiopia diverted the course of 
the Blue Nile, announcing to the whole world that 
the Dam and the decision to build its had become 
an indisputable or retractable fact.

 The Egyptian state of confusion was 
clear from the discussion at 

the meeting, called for 
by former President 

Dr. Mohamed 
Mursi, which 

was be-
ing 

broadcasted to the world without the knowledge of 
the participants, whereas the talk about the use of 
military force against Ethiopia and the Renaissance 
Dam, which was heard and seen by the entire world, 
created great sympathy with Ethiopia. Nowadays 
world calls for cooperation and negotiation on in-
ternational water conflicts and otherwise disputes 
and no one has the desire to see a war of dams in 
the Nile Basin.
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 The fourth axis, on which Ethiopia based its strat-
egy for building the Dam, is relying on its own 
resources and contributions of its people to meet 
the cost of building the Renaissance Dam which is 
close to five billion dollars. The government suc-
ceeded in highlighting the Renaissance Dam as 
an anchor of the Ethiopian national pride, same as 
Egypt did with the High Dam in the fifties and six-
ties of the last century. The Ethiopian mass media 
continued to broadcast the national anthems high-
lighting the Dam as a shift from poverty, underde-
velopment and famines (from here came the name 
of the dam - the Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam 
(GERD)) by the use of the Nile water, which mostly 
come from Ethiopia. Donations and bonds buying 
went on successively to finance the dam from the 
Ethiopians at home and diasporas scattered all over 
the world, and even from a number of non-Ethiopi-
ans. The Dam became the circle within which meet 
the left and right, Muslims and Christians, military 
and civilian, government and opposition, and the 
so many ethnicities of Ethiopia of diversities and 
variation in race, culture, language and religion.
 Egypt has bet on the failure of Ethiopia to secure 
all these huge financial needs from its own resourc-
es, and expected the work on the Dam to stop at 
any time because of the fiscal deficit. Egypt had 
used its diplomatic muscles and its relations with 
the West in the past to stop the financing of dams 
in any country of the Nile Basin, including Sudan. 
It was clear that Ethiopia has learnt the lesson from 
the history of the Nile Basin, so it decided from the 
beginning not knock on the doors of foreign aid, 
and to rely on its own resources, while Egypt bet 
on the shortfall of those resources to meet the huge 
cost of the Dam. It has become clear with time the 
loss of the Egyptian, and the success of the Ethio-
pian self-reliance.
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The fifth axis of the Ethiopian strategy, to build the 
Dam, was presenting the case of the dam in inter-
national forums, conferences and workshops as a 
just cause based on the principle of equitable and 
reasonable use of a shared resource under the in-
ternational law, and is based on cooperation with 
Egypt and Sudan. Ethiopia made an offer, in the 
first months of the construction of the Dam, to 
Egypt and Sudan to participate in the financing,  
ownership and management of the Dam with it. 
But Egypt and Sudan ignored that generous offer, 
which showed Ethiopia as a cooperative country 
and strengthened its arguments and positions in 
the international forums.
 Ethiopia continued, in those international 
forums, its offers based on the principle of 
cooperation, represented in selling electric-
ity at production cost to Egypt and Sudan 
and the storage of water in favor of Sudan. 
Besides, Ethiopia had continuously and re-
peatedly cited the other benefits to accrue 
to Egypt and Sudan from the Renaissance 
Dam through a tripartite cooperation, 
while Egypt and Sudan had recorded a 
clear continuous absence from those in-
ternational forums, leaving the impression 
among the participants of the weakness of 
the arguments of Egypt and Sudan.
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The Ethiopian continuous presentation and 
explanation amid the absence of Egypt and 
Sudan captured a huge international sympa-

thy with the Ethiopian position. This sympa-
thy with Ethiopia was evident in Egypt failure 

to get the support of any state of its refusal of 
building the Renaissance Dam, and even the 

Arab states kept silent about that dispute and 
when Prince Khaled bin Sultan, the Saudi Depu-

ty Defense Minister criticized the Dam during the 
Arab Water Council meeting in November 2013, 
the Kingdom removed him from office, which 
showed that the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia does not 
want to be a party to the conflict.
The European countries and China had continued 
making contributions to the construction of the 
Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam (GERD). The 
Italian Salini Company is building the dam, while 
the Swiss, French and British companies are com-
peting to sell the mechanical equipment of the Dam 
to Ethiopia, and China is building the electricity 
supply lines inside Ethiopia.
 Thus it became clear to Sudan and Egypt that the 
world had accepted the Dam, and the right of Ethi-
opia in the development and renaissance by using 
the Nile waters. It was also clear that the world has 
not accepted the Egyptian Sudanese refusal to the 
Dam.

To be continued…………………….
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How and why has the Ethiopian strategy on 
Renaissance Dam succeeded? (2)

We have a very peculiar 
Sudanese trait, one that is probably 

not bestowed upon any other nation or people 
in the whole wide world; namely that we Sudanese are 

the global holders of the dubious title of ‘The World’s Best 
Eleventh Hour Planners’. Or should it be the Worst Planners?

In every walk of life the Sudanese people are suddenly aware that an 
occasion is near at hand, despite the fact that such an occasion was well 

known a whole year before. We just wait until the very last minute before we 
scramble to do a particular event-related thing. A good example is the advent of 

the fasting month of Ramadan. The exact month of the coming month of Ramadan is 
a known fact a whole year in advance. It just shifts some ten or eleven days backwards 

in the constant Gregorian Calander. Yet almost all households don’t move an inch towards 
purchasing their Ramadan-related items unless the month starts tomorrow! What has this to 

do with the World Food Program? Please bare with me and  read on; 
Back in 2012 when I was working for Al-Tayar Arabic daily I had the opportunity to interview 

the WFP’s head of nutritional department but sorry I forgot the good lady’s name and can’t locate 
her card (another Sudanese thing!). Anyhow the WFP nutritionist informed me of the acute danger 
to health because of iodine deficiency. The WFP, she said, provided funds to provide salt produc-

ing factories in the costal town of Port Sudan with equipment to add the all-important iodine to the 
salt they were making for Sudanese people’s consumption. The factories had absolutely nothing to 
pay yet they only included the substance to the salt they were exporting abroad and NOT in the salt 

produced for home consumption!! 
A full THREE years later our blessed health officials are busy giving us stern warnings of the grave 

dangers of iodine deficiency and its adverse effects especially on children. Talk about eleventh 
hour planning!

Had it not been for Al-Tayar’s forced closure and my subsequent change of profession from 
journalist to Press Assistant (not related please!) at one of Khartoum’s Asian diplomatic 

missions I believe I had – probably still do have – amazing material for a jaw gaping inves-
tigative journalism on the issue. Now I’m unfortunately a more desk bound news editor/
writer so I’ll let others do it. The question is: Why are Sudanese salt producing factories 

in Port Sudan point blank refusing to use the FREE technical assistance of the UN’s 
food agency WFP in order to have iodinated salt for the local Sudanese markets, 

while at the same time exporting iodinated salt to the regional markets?? 
I’ll let the Head of the Unit for Combating Micronutrient Deficiencies at 
the Federal Ministry of Health, Dr. Abdul Aziz Abdullah Hamza, who 

bestowed upon us the ‘information’ on the negative and fatal 
effects of that iodine deficiency, to try to work that puzzle 

out. And is the WFP still providing the salt facto-
ries with the equipment and know how to 

produce iodized salt??
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